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     While World War II was roaring in 1943, the 

Butte High Silver B’s reached out to a young Butte 

native and sculptor, Mr. John “Jack” Weaver Jr., 

and gave him his very first commission…to sculpt a 

statue for the organization. The members of the 

Butte High Silver B’s Football Organization had a 

vision to erect the statue and plaques at Soldiers  

Memorial Park…which would honor the men and 

women from Butte who fought in World War II. This 

site was a perfect location to showcase the work 

being done by Mr. Weaver. 

     The statue was unveiled at Soldiers Memorial 

Park, on S. Wyoming Street…across the street from 

the main entrance to Butte Public High School, on 

Memorial Day - Thursday May 30, 1946. The concrete 

statue stood outside for many years in Butte’s 



harsh climate. Over time, it started to deteriorate 

so local veteran’s organizations had it repaired as 

well as commissioned a bronze replicate that is 

currently on display at Stodden Park in Butte, MT. 

The original statue was sculpted out of re-enforced 

concrete and currently sits just inside the 

entrance doors of the Butte-Silver Bow 

Courthouse. 

     The World War II Memorial was officially 

dedicated on May 25, 1947. It was a beautiful 

creation that the Butte Community was very proud 

of and that many locals and guests to our town 

enjoyed visiting. There were many episodes of 

vandalism that occurred throughout the 

years…which led to the unfortunate demise of 

Soldiers Memorial Park! 

     The following newsprint articles and 

photographs will give you a glimpse into the 

(timeline) history of the World War II Soldiers 

Memorial Park. 

 

 



 

 





 

 

 



The Butte Daily Post December 4, 1943 

 

 

 



The Montana Standard December 12, 1943 

 



The Montana Standard December 26, 1943 

 



The Montana Standard January 24, 1944 

 

 



The Montana Standard February 13, 1944 

 



 

 

 



The Butte Daily Post February 14, 1944 

 



The Butte Daily Post February 16, 1944 

 



 



The Montana Standard February 16, 1947 

 

 



The Montana Standard February 17, 1944 

 



The Great Falls Tribune February 20, 1944 

 

 

 



The Butte Daily Post August 24, 1944 

 



 



The Butte Daily Post March 8, 1945 

 



The Montana Standard March 9, 1945 

 



The Montana Standard May 30, 1945 

 

 



The Butte Daily Post May 27, 1946 

 



The Butte Daily Post May 30, 1946 

 



 



The Butte Daily Post July 12, 1946 

 

 

 



The Montana Standard May 18, 1947 

 

 



 



 



The Montana Standard May 22, 1947 

 



The Montana Standard May 23, 1947 

 



 



The Butte Daily Post May 24, 1947 

 



The Montana Standard May 25, 1947 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Butte Daily Post May 26, 1947 

 



The Montana Standard May 26, 1947 

 



 



The Montana Standard August 17, 1947 

 

 

 

 



The Montana Standard December 28, 1947 

 



The Montana Standard October 17, 1982 

 



 

 

 

 


