
THE BUTTE HIGH SILVER B’s HAVE INDUCTED 

THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUALS AS DIAMOND 

B’s…SINCE THE ORGANIZATION WAS 

ESTABLISHED IN 1940! 

***D0cument researched and Created By Butte High Silver B 

Historian Scott J. Paffhausen*** 

                                          

1.)  ANGUS McLEOD         1901 – 1976   16.) JACK SAUNDERS   1947 - 2022 

2.)  BOB DARRAGH          1911 – 1986    17.) DAN SCHMITT        1947 - 2022 

3.)  BILL HAWKE              1927 – 2002    18.) BOB WILLIAMS      1947 - 2022 

4.)  AL DUCICH                 1932 – 2007     19.) DON McAULIFFE   1948 - 2023 

5.)  BILL HARRINGTON 1934 – 2009     20.) LEE SMITH              1949 – 2024 

6.)  JOE HARRIS               1935 – 2010     21.) JOE KILMINSTER  1950 - 2025 

7.)  BEN TYVAND             1937 – 2012     22.) DANIEL LARSEN    1950 - 2025 

8.)  GORHAM WARD       1937 – 2012 

9.)  RALPH STODDEN     1938 – 2013 

10.) GEORGE PAUL         1940 – 2015 

11.) MATT CASICK          1942 – 2017 

12.) BOB MACK                1942 – 2017 

13.) TOM LePROWSE      1944 – 2019 

14.) BILL LINDSAY          1945 – 2020 

15.) BRUCE GODDARD   1946 – 2021 



#1 Mr. Angus McLeod 

               

 
Earned 1st Varsity Letter during 1901 Season 

Inducted as Diamond B on October 29, 1976 

Passed Away on July 18, 1985 



 



 



 

 



#2 Mr. Bob Darragh 

                 

 
Earned 1st Varsity Letter during 1911 Season 

Inducted as Diamond B on October 16, 1987 

Passed Away on September 29, 1988 



 

 

 

 



 



 



#3 Mr. WILLIAM “Bill” Hawke 

              

 
Earned 1st Varsity Letter during 1927 Season 

Inducted as Diamond B on October 4, 2002 

Passed Away on August 27, 2002 



 



 



 

 

 

 



 



#4 Mr. AlEX “AL” Ducich 

                  

 
Earned 1st Varsity Letter during 1932 SEason 

Inducted as Diamond B on October 19, 2007 

Passed Away on September 18, 2012 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 



 



#5 Mr. Bill Harrington 

           

 
Earned 1st Varsity Letter during 1934 Season 

Inducted as Diamond B on September 18, 2009 

Passed Away on March 17, 2010 



 



 



                    



#6 Mr. Joe Harris 

              

 
Earned 1st Varsity Letter during 1935 Season 

Inducted as Diamond B on September 10, 2010 

Passed Away on November 11, 2010 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



#7 Mr. Ben Tyvand  

             

 
Earned 1st Varsity Letters during 1937 Season 

Inducted as Diamond B on September 7, 2012 

Passed Away on November 30, 2015 



 

 



 

 



 



 

 



#8 Mr. Gorham Ward 

          

 
Earned 1st Varsity Letters during 1937 Season 

Inducted as Diamond B on September 7, 2012 

Passed Away on January 13, 2018 

 

 



 

 

 

January 11, 2017 

Mr. Gorham Ward 

1211 Kendi Ln. 

Fallbrook, CA 92028 

 

Dear Mr. Ward: 

     Hello Mr. Ward…my name is Scott Paffhausen and I am currently the Historian/President of 

the Butte High Silver B’s Organization. Currently Mr. Dean Ericson (Secretary/Treasurer) and I 

are running the Butte High Silver B’s. I am not sure if you are familiar with our “ONE-OF-A-

KIND” organization? We believe that it is the only one of its kind in the United States of 

America. I will give you a brief history of our organization so maybe you can understand why 

we are all so PROUD of it! The Butte High Silver B’s Football Organization was formed during 

the summer/fall of 1940…Officers and a Board were elected and the “new group” held its “First 

Annual Meeting and Dinner” on October 11, 1940 in the Butte High Cafeteria prior to the 

football game. The ONLY criteria to become a Silver B is that the individual must have played 

football for Butte Public High School and that individual must have earned his Varsity Football 

Letter! The group decided that this organization was going to induct and honor individuals 25-

years after they earned their 1st Varsity Letter…calling them Silver B’s. The group also decided 

to  

 

 

honor individuals 50-years after they earned their 1st Varsity Letter…calling them Golden B’s. 

And finally, the group decided to honor individuals 75-years after they earned their 1st Varsity 



Letter…calling them Diamond B’s. Specific Caps and Pins were awarded to the organizations’ 

members. 

     The very 1st football team in Butte High School’s history played in 1893. At the group’s 1st 

meeting on October 11, 1940 “ALL Butte High Letter Winners” from 1893 up to and including 

the 1915 team, were inducted as a large initial group. The group held a banquet prior to the 

football game and then attended the game as a group. There was a special section reserved at 

Butte High Stadium for the group to watch and support the 1940 team and cheer them on to 

victory. Following the completion of the 1940 season, the Butte High Silver B’s hosted a 2nd 

function…a “Lettermen’s Dinner” for the 1940 team. All individuals who earned their Varsity 

Football Letter were treated to a banquet to celebrate their season. This TRADITION has 

carried on now for 77 consecutive years…we just held our 77th annual Lettermen’s Dinner on 

December 7, 2016 to honor this year’s squad. 

     This is the 1st year that Dean and I have fully run this organization. Mr. Don Dwyer was the 

Secretary/Treasurer of this group since approximately 2008 and he ran the organization pretty 

much by himself…tons of work for one individual! Don is currently battling cancer and asked 

Dean and I to take over for him approximately last March. All of Don’s hard work is greatly 

appreciated! I took over the Historian position and put MANY HOURS into making our 

database as current and as accurate as possible. I used many different online sites and found 

contact information for many of our members who were probably not contacted for a long 

time…if ever at all. WHEN WE RECEIVED YOUR RETURNED POSTCARD IN 

DECEMBER…IT BROUGHT A HUGE SMILE TO MY FACE! The hard work was worth 

it…we found a long lost member who so happened to be a Diamond B. 

     Mr. Gorham Ward…I would like to CONGRATULATE you for earning your First Varsity 

Football Letter for Butte Public High School in 1937! You became a Butte High Silver B 25-

years later in 1962…I am not sure if you were ever  

 

contacted for this function? You became a Golden B 50-years later in 1987…once again I am 

not sure if you were ever contacted for this function? And finally you became a Diamond B 75-

years later in 2012. I know you were not contacted for this function because I had a minimal 

role in this group at that time. PLEASE ACCEPT MY PERSONAL APOLOGY, AS WELL AS 

AN APOLOGY FROM THE BUTTE HIGH SILVER B’S FOR NOT LOCATING YOU 

UNTIL NOW! 

     The Butte High Silver B organization has recognized only 9 former players as “Diamond 

B’s” throughout our history. Mr. Gorham Ward, you are our 10th…CONGRATULATIONS! 

You should have been inducted on September7, 2012 at our 73rd Annual Meeting and Dinner. 



That evening your teammate Mr. Ben Tyvand was honored and inducted as our 7th Diamond B. 

Ben attended the meeting and was awarded a plaque for his achievement and was honored on 

the field at the 50 yard line prior to the game. You would have also been recognized that 

evening as our 8th Diamond B…once again we are very sorry! The following “Butte High 

Players” are the only 10 individuals to become Diamond B’s...I have included the year they 

earned their 1st Varsity Letter and the year that they were inducted as a Diamond B. We would 

officially like to welcome you to the group! 

1.) Angus McLeod           1907-1976 

2.) Bob Darragh               1917-1986 

3.) Bill Hawke                  1927-2002 

4.) Al Ducich                    1932-2007 

5.) Bill Harrington            1934-2009 

6.) Joe Harris                    1935-2010 

7.) Ben Tyvand                1937-2012 

 8.) Gorham Ward             1937-2012 

 9.) Ralph Stodden            1938-2013 

10.) George Paul              1940-2015 

      

 

     We have had a Diamond B plaque made up for you which reflects the exact date that you 

should have been inducted as well as the organization’s officers at the time. Please accept it 

from the Butte High Silver B’s Organization…along with our apology for being so late. It is our 

honor to have you as a member of our organization! We would also like to invite you to our 

upcoming 78th Annual Meeting and Dinner which will take place in September of 2017….not 

sure if you are able to travel. It would be our honor to have you attend…and we would be able 

to recognize you properly during the pre-game ceremonies. We are not sure if this would be 

possible for you to attend or not? 

     Once again, my name is Scott Paffhausen and I am currently the Historian/President of the 

Butte High Silver B’s. Mr. Dean Ericson is the Secretary/Treasurer of our organization. I would 

love to hear from you so that we know your package arrived. I have also included a few 

photographs that might bring back some fond memories of your days in Butte, MT. My home 



phone # is (406) 782-0226 and my cell # is (406) 490-9956. Dean Ericson can be reached at 

(406) 490-5419. Looking forward to hearing from you! Thank you for your time. 

 

“FOREVER A BULLDOG” 

 

Scott J. Paffhausen 

 



 



#9 Mr. Ralph Stodden 

             

 

Earned 1st Varsity Letter During 1938 Season 

Inducted as Diamond B on September 20, 2013 

Passed Away on March 23, 2015 

 



 

 

 



 



 



#10 Mr. George Paul 

                       

 

Earned 1st Varsity Letter during 1940 Season 

Inducted as Diamond B on September 4, 2015 

Passed Away on August 11, 2015 



 

 

 



 



#11 Mr. Matt Casick 

       

 
Earned 1st Varsity Letters During 1942 Season 

Inducted as Diamond B on September 15, 2017 

Passed Away on December 23, 2017 



 

 



#12 Mr. Bob Mack 

             

 
Earned 1st Varsity Letters During 1942 Season 

Inducted as Diamond B on September 15, 2017 

Passed Away on November 12, 2018 



 

 



 



#13 Mr. Tom LeProwse 

            

 
Earned 1st Varsity Letter During 1944 Season 

Inducted as Diamond B on October 11, 2019 

Passed Away on May 12, 2022 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



#14 Mr. Bill Lindsay 

         

 
Earned 1st Varsity Letter During 1945 Season 

Inducted as Diamond B on September 25, 2020 

***NOTE: Ceremony Was Cancelled Due To COVID-19 pAndeMIc…So 

Bill was Formally Recognized During the 2021 Festivities*** 



 

 



#15 Mr. Bruce Goddard 

      

 
Earned 1st Varsity Letter During 1946 Season 

Inducted as Diamond B on October 8, 2021 

 



 

 



 



#16 Mr. Jack Saunders 

                   

 
Earned 1st Varsity Letters During 1947 Season 

Inducted As Diamond B on September 23, 2022 



 



 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 



 

 

 



#17 Mr. Dan Schmitt 

                      

 
Earned 1st Varsity Letters During 1947 Season 

Inducted As Diamond B on September 23, 2022 



 



 

 



#18 Mr. Bob Williams 

          

  
Earned 1st Varsity Letters During 1947 Season 

Inducted As Diamond B on September 23, 2022 



 



 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 



#19 Mr. Don McAuliffe 

                 

 
Earned 1st Varsity Letter During 1948 Season 

Inducted as Diamond B on October 6, 2023 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 



 



 

 



#20 Mr. Lee “WhIt” SMIth 

                 

 
Earned 1st Varsity Letter During 1949 Season 

Inducted as Diamond B on September 20, 2024 



 

Silver B’s Track Down 

Another Diamond B 
     The Butte High Silver B Football Organization will have a chance to honor a 

living local legend next week when Mr. Lee Whitmore Smith will be recognized for 

having lettered for the Bulldogs 75 years ago. 

     Smith will be only the 20th Diamond B in the group’s 85-year history. He first 

lettered for Butte High during the 1949 season and played Fullback for Coach Harry 

“Swede” Dahlberg’s squad. Smith is being celebrated this year along with the 1999 

letterwinners going in as Silver B’s and the 1974 lettermen heading in as Golden 

B’s. 

     The 85th Annual Meeting and Induction Ceremony (1940 – 2024) will take 

place Friday September 20, 2024, at The Butte High School Gymnasium with doors 

opening at 4 p.m. The meeting and dinner will start at 5:00 p.m. It is a MEMBERS-

ONLY meeting and dinner…no guests or alcohol will be permitted. The group will 

then make its’ way to Naranche Memorial Stadium, to cheer on the 2024 version of 

the Butte High Bulldogs football team as they play host to the Missoula Big Sky 

Eagles. Kickoff is set for 7:30 p.m. 

     Banquet tickets are $24 per person, and annual dues are $5 per person. Members 

are asked to please R.S.V.P. with prepayment as soon as possible. This is critical so 

that we have an accurate head count to supply to our caterer. Members can fill out 

and return the top portion of their 2024 brochure via US Mail or they can pay online 



by accessing our website at buttehighsilverbs.com. All mailings can be returned to 

Butte High Silver B’s P.O. Box 4655 Butte, MT 59702. 

     Those participating in the pre-game ceremonies are encouraged to wear their 

Silver B, Golden B or Diamond B Cap and Pin. Scott Paffhausen is the Historian, 

Dean Ericson is the Past-President, Matt Pelletier is the Treasurer and Northey 

Tretheway is the Secretary of the organization. 

85th Annual Meeting and Induction Ceremony 

September 20, 2024 

SILVER B INDUCTEES (1999 Squad) – The 1999 squad was 

coached by Steve Schulte. This was Schulte’s 3rd year as the Head Coach at 

Butte High School. 

Jake Alt, Curtis Cooney, Mac Coyne, Pat Crossman, Corey Cutler, Travis DeMers, 

Bryan Edwards, Chad Erwin, Kiel Ferko, Shawn Fredrickson, Eric Halvorsen, Dan 

Hayes, Justin Powers, Shane Reilly, Chad Rogers, Dave Solan, Kyle Thomas and 

John Watts. 

GOLDEN B INDUCTEES (1974 Squad) – The 1974 squad was 

coached by Dan Peters. This was Peter’s 2nd season as the Head Bulldog 

Mentor. 

Dan Bersanti, Bill Boehmer, Wade Bristol, Pat Burt, Don Clark, John Coyne, Kirk 

DeVore, Jim Fortune, Glen Granger, Doug Gronvold, Steve Kambich, Bill Kraus, 

Tom Krueger, Dick LeCoure, Matt Lind, John Lowney, Dale McLaughlin, Bob 

Milodragovich, Russ Mitchell, Bob Nebres, Pat Ogrin, Kevin Pelletier, Jim 

Peltomaa (DECEASED), Bill Peterson, Paul Riley, Bill Riordan, Tim Schmidt, 

Rick Sholey and Don Warner. 

DIAMOND B INDUCTEES (1949 Squad) – The 1949 squad was 

coached by the legendary Harry “Swede” Dahlberg who was in his 28th year as 

the Head Football Coach at Butte High School. 



This year we are honoring a gentleman who will become our 20th Diamond B 

in the 85-year history of the organization. We are truly honored to be 

inducting Mr. Lee Whitmore Smith.  

The remaining first year lettermen from the 1949 squad are now deceased. The 

Silver B’s would still like to honor the following gentlemen from the 1949 

team: 

Bob Bennie, Bob Butorovich, Gerald Dougherty, John Edgar, Don Galpin, Jim 

Garrett, Tom Grady, Jack Harrington, Alan Jackson, Jim “Gus” Janhunen, Jim 

Johnson, Wayne Kelly, Maurice LaPier, Richard “Gitch” Leppanen, Fred Moodry, 

Jim Moran, Don Puich, Jim Sevores, Glenn Shurtz, Mark Snow, John Stajcar, 

George Twardus and Ralph Worthem. 

 

 



 

 



 





       

BULLDOGS FOREVER!!! 

 

 

 



#21 Mr. JOE KILMINSTER 

                 

 
Earned 1st Varsity Letter During 1950 Season 

Inducted as Diamond B on OCTOBER 3, 2025 

 



 

 



 



#22 Mr. DANIEL LARSEN 

                 

 
Earned 1st Varsity Letter During 1950 Season 

Inducted as Diamond B on 0CTOBER 3, 2025 

 



 

 



 



 

BULLDOGS 

FOREVER!!! 

 

 

 


