BUTTE PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOL
FOOTBALL

HISTORY OF HEAD FOOTBALL COACHES &

THEIR CAREER .. _RECORDS




1893

Harry Bretherton
STATE CHAMPIONS

O OO 003




THE HIGH SCHOOL ELEVEN OF 1893

The players (reading from left to right): Top row—Elmer Pfouts, Wallace Bretherton, Guy Smith, Finley McRae. Middle row-—
James . Ifiggins, David Ilopkins, Charles Sullivan, 1l wold  Bretherton (captain), George Scott, Jack Wolfe. Bottom row—Patrick L )mll
George Ileimbach, George Curtis, Russell Matlock, IEdward Bennett.
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The High School Eleven of 1893

(Kenneth Simmons)

IFootball really became a thing of importance in Montana in
1893, and especially in Butte, which then was a small, booming,
mining camp. Iirst the men took it up; then the high school boys
followed their example and learned the game and organized a foot-
ball team.

Mr. Riley, the principal of the high school, saw what great
enthusiasm the boys were showing over the game and he called
them together one day and spoke of organizing a high school foot-
ball team, the first that had ever been attempted. IHe told them
what difficulties would arise, what rules they would have to learn,
how they should have to practice and pay attention to the rules.
They earnestly started practicing and although they did not possess
any gymnasium cquipment whatever, they made a great deal of
progress, before the season had practically begun they had already
organized a team and were in shape to play games with other
teams. '

The high school team practiced quite a lot with the old Butte
professional team, which was organized at that time. This team,
composed of some of the best football men of the country, and
managed by George Chase, an enthusiastic football lover, defeated
all of the teams m“(un/.u‘. here; mostly professional teams for there
were hardly any amateur teams then. After winning the city and
then the state championship they played several games in the coast
cities and were not defeated once and by doing this they were
proclaimed the champions of the West. Many rich men had be-
come the ardent supporters of the team and they arranged for a
series of games to be played, and these were to decide the champion-
ship of the [ast up to Pittsburg. The team was not defeated in
any of these games and 1('lmnul to Butte at the close of the sea-
son as the champions of the PPacific coast, of all of the important
western towns and east up to Pittsburg and they had not lost a
single game during their wonderful campaign.

The DButte ITigh school team had the distinctive honor of be-
ing the first high school team in Montana, as well as the first
high school football champions of the state.

Anaconda and Ilelena organized teams shortly after the Butte
team started. There were quite a few teams organized in the dif-
ferent cities, but only a few of these were high school teams. They
generally consisted of boys between sixteen and nineteen. The
strongest of these teams were the Silver Bow juniors, the Deer Lodge
juniors and the Big Dutte team, composed chiefly of miners.

The first game that the high school team ever played was with
Helena. They went to that city carly in the scason and returned
victorious. Then they went to Anaconda, Deer Lodge and Silver
Bow, and defeated all of the teams of these places. At Deer Lodge
they played at a picnic and defeated the Deer lLodge juniors, win-



PAGE SIXTY 1 9 1 4 THE MOUNTAINEER

ning fifty dollars. At that time there was hardly any distinction
between amateur and professional teams. Money was wagered freely
and the Butte team always had its stream of backers; one of the
best being Al. Green, now a prominent citizen of this city.

The Butte team had played the Silver Bow juniors several times
and had succeeded in winning every time. The last game the team
played in Butte was one of their hardest and was with the Silver
Bow juniors. The Silver Bow juniors had materially strength-
ened their team with some of the best athletes in the city. They
had a decided advantage over their opponents in the first part of
the game, but the high school team retaliated in the second half
and tied their opponents. They were on the point of winning when
the referee, who favored Silver Bow, called time and the umpire
claimed that there still was five minutes to play. Then a general
scramble followed and during this someone ran off with the ball
and the game ended. This ended the football season, and the first
Butte High school football team, nobly emulating the example of
their older friends, were declared the junior champions of the state.

The style of playing then was the crudest. The heavy mass
plays were in use, including the flying wedge and Indian shift. No
science to speak of was used. The heavy man was always pre-
ferable to the light man and consequently the game generally was
a contest between strength and muscle, rather than brains.

Harold Bretherton was captain and right half. He is now
American consul at Aquascalientes, Mexico. George Scott, now
holding an important position with the Amalgamated company;
David Hopkins, full back, mining in Arizona; J. Charles Sullivan,
quarter back, a prominent attorney; Wallace Bretherton, manager
of the laboratory of the South Porcupine Mining company of South
Porcupine, Ontario, Canada; Jack Wolfe, left guard, in the insur-
ance business with the Goodwin Investment company ; Finley McRae,
right tackle, Russel Matlock, left tackle, owner of the Lincoln block
on Park street; George Curtis, center, a capitalist; James E. Higgins,
right end and right half; Elmer Pfouts, left end, a mining man;
Fay Curtis, full back, ranching in the Jefferson valley, and Ray
Caikins and Dave Bevan, who played behind the line. Ralph Rich-
ards, whose father has been the clerk in the high school for the
past sixteen years, played full back in some of the games. Other
prominent players were Urban McLean, Vincent McLean, Sid Breth-
erton, Patrick Lynch, at present in Seattle, George Heimbach and

Edward Bennett.

Mr. Charles Sullivan, one of the members of the first high school
team, was recently at the high school and through Mr. Millikin,
made an offer to the high school to have the picture of the
first football team framed (a reproduction of which is produced
here), and hang it in a prominent position in the high school build-
ing. We may feel very grateful for this present, for it will be a
very great honor to have the picture of not only the first Butte
High school football team, but also the first high school state

champions.
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THE HIGH SCHOOL ELEVEN OF 1893

The players (reading from left to right): Top row—Elmer Pfouts, Wallace DBretherton, Guy  Smith, Finley McRae.
play

Middle row-—

James K. Iiggins, David lopkins, Charles Sullivan, Iarold Bretherton (captain), George Scott, Jack Wolfe. Bottom row— Patrick Lynch,

George Ileimbach, George Curtis, Russell Matlock, Edward Bennett.
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. First Butte High Football Tea

3’ In 1893 a husky group of stu-
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George Lygett, 1895; Buck Hall,; Harry Bretherton, 1893-94: John

1. dents, under leadership of Harry|1896.97; Don Gillis, '98; Fred Her- Wulf, '95; Sid Bretherton, '96-'97;
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'Bretherton,
'School’s first football team. Grid

'with plenty of stamina along wi

formed Butte High

players of that era had to be husky

d 'heft. For those were the days of
1_{power plays, and it was not unusual
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'to see the entire team form a fly-
ing wedge ahead of the ball car-|
rier with players of the offensive

team grabbing hold of their run-

‘ners anywhere they could and pull-
'ing, pushing or yanking the ball
‘toter along in any direction which
{would make
d!
ton said once during a visit to
'Bufte, (he now resides in New
Mexico,) “that some of the ball
- carriers were not dismembered.”

the ball advance.
The wonder is, Harry Brether-

The Butte team played its first
high school game in 1894 against
Helena, defeating the Capital City
team, 84, and claimed the first
Montana High School champion-
ship. Touchdowns in that era
counted four points; therefore it
is to be considered that Butte
scored two touchdowns against
Helena's one.

Bretherton coached and cap-
tained the team in ’93 and was
team captain in ’'94, when the

-leleven was coached by George

Chase. Other coaches of Butte high
grid clubs down through the years,
have been:

bold, '99; Percy Benson, 1900; Dr.'John Corette, '98 Walter Kyle, '99;
Jed Freund, '01; Pat Geagan, '02; 'John Curtis, 1900-'01-'02; Mel Low-

th|Joe Jackson, '03; G. W. Becktoll, ry, '03; Emmett Rheim, '04; Jim-

'04-05; Fred Furman, '06; George my Burns, '05; Jim Roach, '06;
Downer, 07-08-09; John Richards, Edgar Wilde, '07; Art Saner, '08;
'10; Bob Harmon, '11; L. Post, '12; Russell McIntyre, '09; Leon Grigg,
L. Holste, '13; Dr. R. R. Schroeder, '10; W. P. Donnelly, '11; Earl Ly-
'14-15; Bernie Bierman, '16; L. ford, '12; W. P. Donnelly, '13; Sid
Shirey, '174 Dr. R. R. Schrneder.’ROW“v 14-8Chif Crowloy, '16; liar-
'18; Al Whikman, '19; Gus Sherick, Ty Myers, '17; Jim Farrell, '18;
'20; Mike Danahey, "21. | “Pill” Nelson, '19; Bill Crowley,
'20; Tom Walsh, '21.
Harry Dahlberg, present coach|
of the Purples took over in 1922,/ Coach Dahlberg, dean of Mon-

Al wonthis £t stata chanlpion-Jta"a'S high school athletic mentors,
ship in 1024, and a coach with one of the finest

y high school records of any .inter-
Butte championship teams were scholastic mentor in the nation,
recorded following 1910 as fol- started the system of same, and
lows: y cocaptains when he took over the
1911, Butte 15, Missoula 0; 1913v|coaching system at the high school,
Butte 7, Billings, 6; 1914, Butte, and many boys during his regime
Billings and Great Falls all claimed have served as captains of the
crown; 1915, Butte and Stevensville Purples.

claimed title; 1916, Butte 30, VOl
Great Falls 6; 1924, Butte 34, ‘Bn-;po‘gjd"";?’i; ggf,‘c;ﬁfm%‘;f‘,,ﬁ‘;?;
lings 7; 1927, Butte 44, Billings Bys McDonald, Howard McDonald,
7; 1929, Butte 6, Custer 0; 1930, Jim Behan, Albert McMahon, Har-
Butte 19, Custer 12; 1931, Bu“e'vey Girard, Carl Tysel, Ted Stod-
19, Custer, 0; 1935, Butte 2, Great den, Howell Thorpe, Harry Shaffer,
Falls 0; 1937, Butte 10, Billings 0; 'Norman Thompson, John Cox, Gene
1940, Butte 19, Billings 0; 1941 Leamer, Archie McMillan, Ralph
Butte and Billings tied, 7-7; 1951,|Olsen, Ed Joyce, Alvin Cram, Ed
Butte and Kalispell tied, 7-7. Molthen, Jimmy Bertoglio, Farnk
Team captains at Butte high|Grady, Bob Thierkoff, Ray Ball
school have been: and Frank Jaquette.
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BUTTE HIGH SCHOOL’S FIRST GRID TEAM—Butte High School’s first official foot-
ball team was formed in 1893, playing such teams as Dillon Normal College that year and
also College of Montana at Deer Lodge. In 1894 the scholastics played Helena in Helena,
winning the game 8-4. Harry Bretherton was coach and captain of the 1893 team and
also of the 1894 club which was coached by George Chase. Bretherton was also class
valedictorian. Members of the team, pictured above, left to right are, first row, (seated)
Pat Lynch, George Heimbach, George Curtis, Russ Matlock and Ed Bennetts. Center
row: Jim Higgins, Dave Hopkins Charles Sullivan, Harry Bretherton, George Scott and
John Wulf. Back row: Elmer Foutz, Wallie Bretherton, manager; Guy Smith and
Lindsey McRae.




1895

George King

205 E. ‘_roaway
Butte, MT




1896 & 18 97

F . M Bucki 6 Hall
STATE CHAMPIONS (1896)
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PIONEERED ON GRIDIRONS.
Agricultura] College, Butte Business College, Silver Bow

S8hown from left to right in the above picture are:

Jim Spencer, Sid Bretherton, captain; Bob Kyle, Ed Roach,

Corette, Fred Wards, “Buck” Hall, coach; George Jackson and

m‘:;kthﬂh.:. G. McKay, school principal; Aubrey Holley, Will

BALMY DAYS OF BUTTE FOOTBALL
RECALLED BY FAMOUS TEAM OF ‘96 &

Butte high's Purple and White foot-
ball squads have taken state and in-

.termountain in the | %

East for years before hig death, which

occurred in Ohio thres ‘years ago as

t of an opcrullon upon his head,
by &

memory of the younger generation of
football fans and every piayer .from
the days of Turk Osas and Duke
Schroeder to the recent vears can be

football anury in-
curred when He goptained the o
Earl “Cllck" Brown, giard, wis a
16 o gridder at
appeared in the photograph. Ha left
Butte 20 y-m ago and is how in'Cal-

recalled, but athletic glory has gone | ifor) u

unknown with half a_dozen prom-

inent men of Butte today who were

stars on the “‘team of '96,” ghown in
e ubove photograph,

Strange, for the average up. ple-

above

nnc to the Great Beyond, and he
mbed years later to Injurles re-

nlvl‘ while he’ caliw

eleven of Butte high in

sla erton, the Gllhllll’ lhd!r lor

the almost ten aggre;

forgott
in lhl VOEEI of UI' sport. nhra Isr ot
high school in. that dAY ld

vie-
!uﬂnl complete; B L well
deserved and their reputation of h u

the champion , as wel
champlon junior hlm“ual tlu mu. h t

well worthy of

l!
hack in the old
dun. h'-. hhﬂ.bhr ol Ralpi# Dawson
Butte, and is & annl of Californ!

pherc he lay been sinco Fraduating

anf oﬂ‘l university.

Bow . (hrsse I the ‘Ditts !lon(
valley.,
Cllr!nm Hopklnl. brother of R‘nry

Hopkins, Butte’ attorney, and son

Mrs. Ollyia Hopkins, one of th. cltv’
pioneers, was listed
the squad. He
and is a successful mining engineer.

Attorney ndmta.

lead-
i attorneys. Il'd vice pl’ﬂd!ﬂ GI
n‘-ﬁuﬂ. Ban and ht::t‘n elou

nhool puhiuw- '

today, was left guard of the eléven

and was a 170-pounder fn. his young
days a8 u_gridder.

of Jensen, Lioyd &

‘ard, wholesale dry goods, played at

(o rlght  Half back pesition, He whs

aleo a star says the chronicle of the

“Another Butte man of today who
wore moleskins for the team Is James
Spencer, advertising manager of the
Butte Datly Poet.

- George Jackson, a stationary engi-
nesc xt ot Butte mlne, was center b
the squad and a good one in his d:

R. Kyle, brother of Will Kyle, And
ap present with the Bulte & Syperio
 Mining company, was the regular e
the left half back job.

Brothers on Team.

Will Kyle,. prominent Butte attor-
. mey, was a 130-pound reserve back-
fleld man in those days and vied with
his brother for a regular position in

9 t
llAE'd Roach, assayer and member of
the firm of

Lewis & Walker, Wyoming
te and
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all teams  of
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Iving close attention

SILVER FOX 3
Montana now has six silver fox
farms, the farm at Absorokes having
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youth Sy

now | Jarge finuncial returns.
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Wha ‘Dolsoned the  taxer

~ Back row—Tonkin, Bro
Middle row—Hopkins,
* Bottom row—Gover,
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